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NURSERY SCHOOL EDUCATION AND THE RURAL CHILD 


Julius B, Richmond, M. D. 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
' University of Illinois, Chicago 


There has developed in this country a popular misconception that rural 
living today is conducive to the development of optimum physical and mental 
health. This has resulted in considerable resistance by some agricultural 
organizations to proposed improvements of both health and educational facil- 
ities, A specific case in point has been the opposition of some of these 
organizations to legislation facilitating. ‘the development of nursery schools 
on the assumption that only urban children need such schools. 


Several recent studies present ample evidence that optimum health condi- 
tions do not prevail in rural America, 22 Of immediate concern, however, is 
the relatively high incidence of mental ill health in the United States. The 
rural population unfortunately has demonstrated no immunity to these disorders. 
One study indicated, on the basis of an analysis of draft rejects, that psy- 
choses and psychoneuroses were more frequent in rural draftees.3 Rejection 
for psychiatric reasons was higher for farmers and farm managers than for any 
other occupational group. .It is to be emphasized that these disorders were 
not service induced; they were detected prior to military service. 


To those who saw service as medical officers during the war years, per- 
sonality disorders in men from rural areas were as evident as among men from 
urban centers, While not always of sufficient severity to justify medical 
classification, these disorders seriously affected the ability of these indi- 
viduals to adapt to social living. The relatively asocial character of their 
previous background, inadequate play and educational experience, and insuffi- 
cient medical supervision during important years of growth and lie aniiaa 
are undoubtedly contributing factors in many cases, 
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These facts are cited not to condemn rural living which has many de- 
sirable attributes, but rather to direct attention to the fact that rural 
American shares problems with urban America. While practical solutions 
may differ because of geographic variation, the basic answers are the same, 


We now recognize mental ill health in the adult to have its origin. in 
the past emotional experiences of the individual. To properly guide the 
emotional development of the individual in a rapidly changing modern so- 
ciety, whether urban or rural, is no longer a simple affair which can be 
left entirely to chance. For this reason, any organized effort to guide 
the personality should be welcome to all groups in our population. A 
start has been made in the direction of prenatal education and care of the 
infant by the psychiatrist, pediatrician, psychologist, social worker, and 
public health officer. 


Because of the very important formative role which the preschool years 
play in personality development , any movement to provide more adequately in 
an organized way for this age period is most important. For this reason, 
‘the nursery school, properly staffed and organized, can offer the best 
organized program for guidarice of both the parent and of the child at an 
early age when a mental hygiene program can find its most effective expres- 
sion, Here is an opportunity - particularly for the rural child - to find 
a wholesome opportunity for the development of interpersonal relationships 
and experiences in social living with his contemporaries, This beckground 
provides. fertile soil for healthy personality growth, 


Lest nursery school attendance be regarded as a desirable educational 
experience only for the child, it must be emphasized that of no less im- 
portance is the educational experience provided the parent, The properly 
conducted nursery school of necessity must serve a guidance function for 
the entire family. This ‘is particularly important in rural areas where 
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such guidance is often completely lacking, Incorrect concepts of child care 
may be discussed, wholesome parental attitudes strengthened, and anxieties 
often relieved. The role of play and play experiences can be properly ex- 
plained to parents who often impose too many adult responsibilities upon 
children prematurely, In this light, the nursery school can become the most 
important experience in the whole educational process, 


To pediatricians interested in the medical problems of children, the 
nursery school also serves to bring the child into contact with the physician 
at an early age, Although admittedly not an answer to the total problem of 
medical care in preschool children, the recent study of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics+ found medical care to children in rural areas so lacking that 
a& nursery school program - even though not primarily so intended - could have 
the desirable effect of introducing the young child to the physician, 


Certainly the practical problems of developing nursery schools in rural 
areas are not simple, There were those, however, who a few years ago believed 
consolidation of rural schools an impossibility, Yet today this is becoming 


a reality. So nursery schools too can become a reality if the need is re- 
cognized, 


It has been estimated that one million children attending public schools 
today will spend part of their lives as patients in mental hospitals.© Those 
who argue against the establishment of nursery schools for reason of economy 
might contrast the expenditure on psychiatric care with that for nursery 
schools, A mental hygiene program is good economy and conservation of human 
resources which can find effective expression early through nursery school 
experience, Perhaps we then may observe our children maturing to assume their 
places as responsible citizens concerned with the common good and able to live 
harmoniously in a dynamic world, 
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LEGISLATION AFFECTING NURSERY SCHOOLS 


Chetekine M, Heinig 
Legislative Chairman for N,A.N.E, 


Returning to Washington from my summer vacation, I happened to meet 

Dr. George Stoddard at breakfast on the train. He was enroute to the Paris 
Meeting of UNESCO, and was going to give an address on Nursery Schools to 
UNESCO'S "Little Bud" - to quote a name he coined, the World Council on 
Early Childhood, George, being one of our Nursery School frontiersmen, 
on receiving this request for a speech, sent round to get information of 
current trends to bring him up to date with the movement here. He was rather 
startled to have one source of inquiry mail him as a reference a reprint of 

a "too long ago" article he himself had written. George said that if this 


Shiela still were up to date we surely had not made much progress in the in- 
tervening years! 


It was news to him also - shocking news - to learn that the New York 
State Legislators had rescinded the hard won regulations concerning the 
registration of Nursery Schools in that state, and I had a hard time con- 
vincing him that I knew whereof I spoke. He hoped that when the regulations 
are re-written, re-submitted and made into law, which work is under way, the 
law will be even better than its predecessor. 


When I asked him what good purpose.a World Council on Childhood Education 
could serve in these times he said, "They - our opposites in other countries - 
and we all need ideas, and we need to 'talk', Talk alone, or,” he conceded, 
"talk with demonstration, is the most powerful force for action." He cited 


numerous going programs, less important than education, that had been put over 
purely by talk, 


Incidentally he also complained that educators don't talk convincingly 
and don't know how to talk. He said that we can't expect to get money for 
education unless we collect our facts and talk. He holds that education is 
of far greater interest and has more appeal than many other areas which hold 
enviable status in our budgets, but we educators just don't put the needs 
across to the people. He cited his own success in increasing his University's 
budget in the past few years, This staggering increase, he says, was won by 
talk, Talk full of facts, good talk - where talk counted - when it counted, 
talk - to many people. So here is a good beginning challenge for us this year 
in our campaign to put education for the child under six on the Budget Map. 


Legislatively speaking, because the 8lst Congress sidetracked the passage 
of any Federal Aid to Education Legislation, we are now face to face with the 
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clear cut issue that money for education will have to be found within each 
state. Among the powerful opponents of Federal Aid Legislation and among 
those who argue that enough money can be found locally, if people are will- 
ing, is that power-house, the Chamber of Commerce. Local Chambers have 
access to the film strips and data-full commentaries (proving that it pays 
to educate) developed by the Research Department of the National Chamber of 
Commerce, These materials are available free on request to a local Chamber, 
Is this not a time for us to invite the Chambers to help us in our "talk" to 
the people, State regulations which will help to secure education. for young 
children can be won only if the people are informed and let their represent - 
ative know they are behind such’ legislation. 


At the N,A.N.E, Convention in San Francisco two summers ago, a need was 
expressed by our members for some type of simple and inexpensive leaflet 
material which would give the know-how in working for legislation, and which 
would indicate what individuals and groups of citizens could do. 


Last winter this matter was brought to the attention of a group in 
Washington composed of staff members of national organizations concerned 
with services to children and parents, i.e., ACEI, AHEA, AAUW, GFWC, WCTU, 
-Junior League, NEA, PTA and CJW. We meet once or twice a year, calling our- 
selves a National Youth Conservation Committee, We found after collecting 
all available printed leaflets on Legislation that none of our organizations 
published anything adequate in this area, but that all organizations need such 
materials, So we resolved to do the job jointly, each organization to write 
one or more sections, the lot to be available as a packet, such as the Nursery 
School, Kindergarten and Primary packets distributed by the A,C.E.I, We 
listed eleven separate topics as follows: (1) "Determining the need." 
(2) "Getting the facts." (3) "Creating public interest." (4) "Scanning 
existing legislation." (5) "Analyzing a bill." (6) "How to get a bill 
written.” (7) "What can I do as an individual?" (8) "How to get appropria- 
tions." (9) "What groups can do." (10) "Follow through on application and 
administration," (11) "Glossary of terms." 


Each association has now prepared its first draft. We will go over them 
again together this fall and then supply any organization desiring to cooperate 
in the experimental use of this material with a copy which they may have mimeo- 
graphed and distributed among their members. After a year of experimental 
usage our committee hopes to collect testimony and criticism as to the use- 
fulness of this material and will then prepare the final draft for publica- 
tion, We hope you will find the material useful and that you will demand it 
in such quantities that the cost will be in the penny area. 


As soon as the leaflets are ready, a notice will appear in this Bulletin, 
Until then no time should be lost in discovering what legislation is needed 
locally and in your state to secure, provide, promote and protect Nursery 
Schools and Nursery School teachers, 


HE 
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October 4, 1949 


Dear Mom 


How often have I seen your lovely brow wrinkled and drawn as you 
tried to think of what to do with me from time to time. I was not as 
tall or as heavy as the chart said I should be, and I was so afraid of 
the jungle gym, and swings at nursery school...I often refused the food 
you put before me.and then at other times my relish for that same food 
made you wonder if enough would be left for Dad. My table manners would 
not have rated me a picture in "Life"magazine by any means...I did dread 
bedtime so much; it always came when I was in the midst of finding out 
what made my electric train run,..Then just when you thought you could 
put away for keeps my rubber sheet, oops! I had another accident. 


For some reason, I could not like my little sister, Joan, as sweet 
as she was; but then, she did not suffer, because everyone else loved Joan... 
I used to be very unpopular with you when I cried for you to stay in the 
bedroom just a little longer because I dreaded the darkness so, You were 
late for the bridge game at the Joneses so often because of that act of mine. 


And, oh yes, Mom, remember my first day at nursery school - how I 
actually stretched out on the floor and kicked and screamed when I saw you 
reach for your hat and gloves? Did I embarrass you too much? ...I enjoyed 
the story hour at school and often I could really see the Three Pigs and 
the Seven Billy Goats Gruff, but when I told you and Dad about meeting them 
on the way to Jimmy'syou both seemed very displeased with me, And you know, 
Mom, you had the same type of look on your face when I told you I did not 
take the cookies from the cookie jar. 


When was it I started taking piano lessons - was it at the age of four 
or five? I was to become a real prodigy. Did I disappoint you terribly? ... 
But, Mom, I think the thing that disturbed you most of all happened when I 
was between two and three, I learned several rhymes you taught me and 
recited them to you until you almost wished you had let well enough alone; 

' but when your friends came to visit, I never could seem to remember one of 
them, Was that unkind to a good mother? ...0r remember how Mrs. Jones would 
go to all the trouble of bringing Jimmy over to play with me and I would 
only stare at him or play along side of him, but never with him?...Did I 
seem ungrateful when I chose to play with your pots and pans instead of the 
expensive tricycle ‘you and Dad bought for me? 


Well, Mom, as I jot down the. many things which caused your brow to 
furrow, the list is longer than I had thought. I must have been quite a 
kid - and your first one, too! But, Mom, there is another side - my side, 
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Did you ever wonder exactly why IT did those things, say...just a few of those 
I have listed here? As I look back, I cannot think of all of the reasons, 
but I can tell you a few-.of the possible reasons - would you like to hear 
them? Would you? Suppose I take them in the order in which I have jotted 
them down - agreceblet 


As to my physical make-up: It is true that I weighed only six pounds 
at birth and they say the average weight is seven and a half pounds, and I 
was three inches shorter than the average twenty inches; but, Mom, you should 
not have worried about it for so long, for have I not had almost perfect 
health even until now? Then, too, Mom, if you look in the mirror long and 
well enough, you will see that I am physically very much like you, 


At first, I was afraid of the jungle gym, swings and other high things 
at school, but then I never before had been on them and my coordination was 
not too well-developed at-that time, but did you notice that I soon caught 
up with the other kids? Did you? The same principle. applied to my un- 
mannerly eating. Anyone seeing my place at the table after I had finished 
eating probably would have wondered whether I fed the floor or myself, But 
you were the perfect Moms; you seldom interfered and sure enough, trial and 
error aided by time brought the desired results. 


As to sleeping and elimination: I often wished that I could tell time 
in those early days so that bedtime could not steal up on me and catch me 
"unawares," Later, after I put on so many "special shows" over going to 
bed, you began'to let me know in advance that I had an hour more to play; 
and to add to that, when I showed interest, you taught me how to know when 
it was bedtime by the way the hands looked on the clock. It was so much 
better for all of us after that because, you see, you had made me a sort 
of partner to an agreement like -business people do. , 


Then, I began to have a difficult time going to sleep in the afternoon 
until you read some place that when children are tired from vigorous play, 
they cannot fall asleep immediately; so, you saw to it that I had a brief 
rest period before nap time or maybe it was just listening to a story, but 
it worked, didn't it, Mom? 


The first day I told you I wanted to use my new "Toidy," you were so 
proudly excited you almost frightened me out of the desire, 


I didn't really hate my little sister, Joan, as I once told youl did. 
She just seemed to get all your attention, all of Dad's admiration and all 
of other people's "oh's" and "ah's" while I sat idly by watching from the 
sidelines: the show featuring Joan as main character, Sometimes, I confess, 
I pretended to be ill, to be hurt from a very minor fall and to be actually 
"mean" just to get a little more attention. Do you really hold these things 
against me now that I have told you why I did them? You understand, I 
guess I was just a bit jealous, because for so long I had had 7m all to 
myself, 
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About the dark - you know, Mom, I was not pretending at all; I was 
actually afraid of the dark, I knew there was a white bear on that chair 
by my bed and I was sure that was-some strange monster crawling across my 
bed. I am not afraid of the dark now? No, I am not. When did I stop being 
afraid? Well, it did not happen overnight, It was a long time after you 
had pulled the "bear" (my clothes) off the chair and shown me the tricks the 
moon and the branches of the tree outside my window could play with each 
other on my counterpane that I actually grew to see these things as they 
really were, and you, Mom, you got to your bridge game on time after that. 


My first, day at the nursery I believe I embarrassed you. I did not 
mean to have a "temper tantrum,” but I just could not bear the thought of 
your leaving me there in that place. Yes, I know I had been there before, 

I had talked to Miss Anderson and I had played with some of those children 
in the park, but...well...I guess I:could not help it that first time, I 
did not know how really to convince you that I could not keep my promise to 
stay there, so I had to do what I know would get your attention and somehow 
let you know that I was oh! so very unhappy about it all, But I am so glad 
that you took me back for a short time for a few days thereafter and stayed 
with me until I learned to like it well enough to stay without you. I would. 
not have missed the story period for anything; and oh yes, that reminds me 
about the day I told you and Dad I met the Three Pigs and the Seven Billy 
Goats Gruff while on my way to Jimmy's...no, I did not see them with my eyes 
open, but when I.closed them as the teacher used to tell us to do, I really 
saw each of them - the pigs were walking down the road with their knapsacks 
on their way to make a living and the goats were seated around the table 
waiting for their mother to come home. I could not describe to you then 
exactly what I meant when I said that I had "seen" them, so I guess you 
were justified in feeling that you were doing the best for me when you 

said, "Now, Son, you must not tell things which you know are not true." 


Only, how was I to know the difference” I saw the same look on your 
face once after that - when I told you that I did not take the cookies out 
of the cookie jar. Well, Mom, on that occasion I knew I was not telling 
the truth, but you had asked me not to open the cookie jar but to ask you 
for what I wanted. I intended to obey you, but on this particular occasion, 
you were upstairs in the bathtub; so I thought you would not care if I helped 
myself this one time instead of bothering you. I intended to take just two, 
but gee, Mom, you are such a good cook that I could not stop at two. I 
' would have admitted it when you asked me about it, but Mom, I guess it was 
the way you asked me that made me say, "No" the first time and then I could 
not retreat, I had to stick to what I had started. You see how it was, Mom? 


Now, about those rhymes you taught me. It's like this...children want 
to please their parents, but how would you like to have me unexpectedly ask 
you to recite rhymes or stories for my friends or to play the piano - would 
you gladly and willingly do so? I suppose kids just do not like to be shown 
off before guests like new hats or new suits. I am sorry, Mom, 


<3 
ac 
-10- 
‘ 


I never learned to play the piano well, but they say I am a good violin- 
ist and that makes you proud of me, does it not, Mom - almost as proud as if 
I had been a pianist? Of course, I know that you and Dad are recognized pian- 
ists and you had hoped someday that the trio of us would appear in recital 
together, but it just did not seem to have worked out that way, but, say, Mom... 
I have an idea; could you drop one piano from your dreams and add a violin? 
That would make me very glad, for nothing could make a fellow prouder than 
to have a part with two pianists supporting him. 


There you have it, Mom, just some of the reasons for the things I did 
which make you worry and perhaps a little unhappy at times. Often the neigh- 
bors must have thought you had never read a book on child rearing; that is, 
if I were the product of your efforts. But, Mom, have no fear or concern 
any longer because, in my estimation, you and Dad were just too, too swell, 
and I am not boasting but I turned out pretty well, after all, did I not? 


This letter is really intended for you and Dad but before I realized it, 
I had placed a comma after the word "Mom," and because we are taught to make 
our letters as neat as possible and since my eraser is poor, I did not add 
the word "Dad," but please promise me that he will read this too, with you | 
present because I am sure you will have to describe and explain some of the 
references here to incidents which he was not present to'observe for himself, 


I wanted you somehow to derive from this letter the fact that I am 
very glad that I chose you to be my parents and I am even happier when I 
realize that you always wanted me, 


Your loving son, 


"DEAR MOM" 
was written by 
Mable R. Parker 
Instructor, Elementary Education 
Barber-Scotia College 
Concord, North Carolina 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 
-AND FILMS 


None of these publications or films, with 
the exception of the first (Schools for 

Young Children in Twenty-Seven Countries) 
is available from N.A.N.E. Headquarters. 
Order them directly from the publishers.) 


PAMPHLETS: 


Schools for Young Children in Twenty-Seven Countries, edited by Dr. Mary 
Dabney Davis. ~ Authentic first-ahnd accounts of provisions for preschool 
children in groups; tells of legislation pertaining to early childhood educa- 
tion, teacher training, standards, publications in each of the countries. 
Published by the N.A.N.E,, available from N.,A.N.E, Headquarters at 50¢ a copy. 


Nutrition in Relation to Child Development and Behavior. Proceedings. of 
the Spring Conference on Nutrition in Relation to Child Development and 

Behavior, Child Research Clinic of The Woods Schools, Langhorne, Pa. Copies 
are free on request by writing to the Clinic. 


Parent Education in the Nursery School, by Edith N. Norton. Bulletin of 
the Association for Childhood Education International, 1200 Fifteenth Street, 
N.W., Washington 5, D.C, Price, 50¢. 


How to Tell your Child About Sex, by James L, Hymes, Jr. Public Affairs 
Pamphlet No. 149, price 20¢. Available from Public Affairs Committee, Inc., 


22 East 38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 


Parents' Pocket Pamphlets, copyright by Luella M. Foster and Kathryn W, 
Hacker. Price 50¢ each; 25-100 sets, 40¢ each; over 100, 30¢ each. Available 
from Parents' Pocket Pamphlets, 915 Columbia Avenue, Fort Wayne 3, Indiana. 
The set includes: (1) Good Discipline; (2) Does Your Child Enjoy his Meals? 
(3) Self Help at Home; (4) What Shall I Play, Mother? (5) Do These e Habits 
Annoy You? (6) Enjoy Your Child Day by Day; (7) Does Your Child go to 


Nursery School? When Mother Visits Nursery School; (9) Getting the Four 
Year Old Ready for School. 


An Announcement of the Findings and Recommendations of a Three Year 
Nationwide Study of Child Health Services. 1949. The American Academy of 
Pediatrics, 636 Church Street, Evanston, Illinois, 


Child Health Services and Pediatric Education. Reprinted from The 
Quarterly Review of Pediatrics, Vol. 4, No. 2, May 1949, Published by 
The Washington Institute of Medicine, 1708 Mass, Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 
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PUBLICATIONS AND FILMS (CONTINUED ) 


How Can Nursery School Be on to Benefit a Child? By Barbara Biber, 
6 East Gnd St., New York: New York City Association for Nursery Education. 
20¢. A reprint of an article appearing in the January 1949 issue of the 
Journal of Pediatrics gives students, nursery school teachers, and parents 
a clear, simple statement of the purposes of nursery education, and outlines 
what the nursery school can and cannot do for the individual child, 


Education in the Kindergarten, by Josephine C. Foster and Neith E. 


Headley, Second edition, American Book Co, Revised, enriched, brought up 
to date, 


Women in Marital Conflict - A Casework Study, by Florence Hollis, 
Family Service Association of America, 122 E, 22nd Street, New York City. 
An evaluation of the degree of success casework has had in helping people 
with marital problems, Price, $3.50. 


These Are Your Children - How They Develop and How to Guide Them, by 
Gladys Gardner Jenkins, Helen Shacter and William W. Bauer, M.D. Deals 
effectively and interestingly with the physical development, characteristic 
reactions, and special needs. of infancy, preschool years, at five, at six, 
and at seven. Scott, Foresman and Co, 


Here are some films that you may find useful on Legislative Procedures 
and Participation in Politics: 


Deadline for Action: 1946, black and white, sound, 40 min. 
Shows the need for political action on the part of the American people 
to combat other forces seeking to influence Congress. Also available 
in a shorter version - Men Against Money, Available from U.E.-C.I.0. 
lL East 5lst Street, New York City. 


How a Bill Becomes a Law: 1945, black and white, sound, 22 min, 
A step-by-step visualization of the parts played by the ordinary 
citizen, his legislators and the Chief Executive in the making of 
our laws, Pictorial Film Co. 625 Madison, New York City. 


How We Elect Our Representatives: 1947, color, sound, 10 min, 
Explains the functional basis of our democracy - our election 
system, Registration, primaries, electioneering, voting, methods 
of counting ballots, etc., and the overview of the responsibility 
of voting intelligently to make our democracy work, Coronet Films, 
65 E. South Water Street, Chicago 1, I1l. 


Powers of Congress: 1947, color, sound, 10 min. By means of 
a fantasy this film defines and explains the powers of Congress. 
Coronet Films, Chicago. 
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Two recent publications from New York State concerning which we wish 
to comment; 


Nursery Talk, a quarterly Newsletter published by The Westchester 
Nursery School Council, printed its first issue this spring. It is 
edited by Jean Schladermundt, Rebecca Kiel, Helen Puner and Helen Sietz. 
Congratulations to you on your attractive and informative first issue, 


Wish the BULLETIN editor could have your permission to reprint the 
cartoon by M.S, 


The ANEWsLETTER, free to members,to be published more often, 
appeared this spring for the first time as the official publication 
of the New York State Association for Nursery Education, Congratula- 
tions to the editors, who are unlisted, 
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NEW INTER-AGENCY NURSERY CENTER 


Winifred Allan 
New York Kindergarten Association 


The New York Kindergarten Association reports the development of one 

of their nursery schools toward a cooperative, inter-agency Nursery Center, 
Through the joint planning of the Association, the New York City Department 

of Health, the Community Service Society, and the Mills School, the educational 
program of the nursery school is supplemented by nursing and pediatric care, 
and a full time casework consultant with psychiatric background, Next year 

a psychiatrist will participate part time. This year's students in nursery 
education will be supplemented next year by students in casework, Training 


opportunities will gradually be expanded to include the other professions 
most concerned, 


This nursery school, located at 524 West 42nd Street in New York City, 
has a capacity of 65 three and four year old children, It is open from 
9 A.M, to 3:30 P.M, and is not set up to meet the needs for all day care, 
but to provide needed play and educational CEpertees for children and 
parents in its congested neighborhood, 


In planning for the participation in this program of members of several 
professions and agencies, the Association's professional Advisory Committee 
emphasized the potentialities of the nursery school as a center for education 
for good mental hygiene. As teachers, caseworker, health staff and psychiatrist 
work together, children and parents receive the benefit of their varied skills 
“and understanding - in the nursery school program, parent groups, and in 
individual conferences. 


As one more illustration of the trend toward closer relationships between 
those most concerned with young children and family life, this program should 
provide further practical experience in such cooperation. 


Alice Keliher is chairman of the Association's Advisory Committee, which 
includes representatives of education, social work, psychiatry, pediatrics, and 
public health nursing. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR NURSERY EDUCATION 
and 
THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR COOPERATION IN HEALTH EDUCATION 


Marjorie L. Craig 
Secretary to the National Conference 


Members of the National Association for Nursery Education have expressed 
interest in hearing about the National Conference for Cooperation in Health 
Education, a group to which our Association has been giving active support 
and professional assistance, This is an organization made up of some 70 
professional health and education organizations concerned with problems 
relating to child health. Each appoints a delegate to represent his Associ- 
ation in meetings and activities of the Conference, and for several years, 
Dr. Frances Horwich has represented the N,A.N.E, The purpose of the 
Conference is to increase interest in child health, to improve cooperation 
between school health personnel, and to initiate and encourage new techniques 
for developing school health programs, On March 17 and 18, in Chicago, the 
Conference held its semiannual meeting this year at the Headquarters of the 
American Medical Association, 


The work of this Conference has resulted in a number of publications 
and reports, but most important of all, it has helped to avoid duplication of 
work, to encourage cooperative planning and endeavor and to spread informa- 
tion concerning the programs of individual member agencies, Under the wise 
leadership of its Chairman, Mr. John L. Bracken, Superintendent of Schools of 
Clayton, Missouri, and President of the American Association of School 
Administrators, the Conference has taken several solid steps forward. 


One of the projects with which the Conference has been concerned has 
to do with improving the education of school health personnel and defining 
their activities, In developing this project, the Conference method has 
been used, School administrators, physicians and nurses serving in the school 
were brought together to determine the functions required of them in develop- 
ing school health programs and to discuss the education needed to perform 
such functions. Because of the success of these three conferences and the 
obvious and recognized need for including many other persons involved in 
school health programs, a fourth step, dealing with the functions and education 
of the elementary classroom teacher is now in progress, This effort is being 
sponsored particularly by the Association for Childhood Education, the 
Department of Classroom Teachers, and the Department of Elementary School 
Principals of the National Education Association; the American Association 
of Colleges for Teacher Education, and the National Association for Nursery 
Education, 


To date the Planning Committee, made up of representatives of these 
agencies, in cooperation with the Coordinating Committee of the entire project 
and the officers of the National Conference have developed a plan of action 
and have obtained some basic materials through the use of questionnaires, 
Already several hundred nursery school, kindergarten, and elementary school 
teachers, principals and college faculty members have had an opportunity to 
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express their point of view with regard to the teachér's ‘rolé,in school health, 
It is hoped that a conference will be held in the near future consisting of 
representatives of the five agencies mentioned above, as well as administrators, 
nurses, physicians, and other health personnel. The aim is to use the technique 
of "thinking together, working together, and planning together ‘to develop the 
best plan for united action in a given program, with each participant under- 
standing his responsibilities in relation to the work of others," 


N.A.N.E. members should be justly proud of their contribution to the work 
of this National Conference and of the leadership which they are demonstrating 
so ably in state, local and community child health programs throughout the 
country. 
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On Fhe Lérsonal Side 


Helen L. Koch has returned from Germany to the University of Chicago. 


Mary Elizabeth Keister, University of Chicago, has accepted a position 
as head of the Department of Child Development and Family Life at the 
University of Tennessee. She will have facilities to train a number of 
teachers each year and will assist in a state-wide program in parent education, 


Kathleen McGauley has joined the staff of the Rochester (Minn,) Demon- 
stration Nursery Schools, She has been a nursery school teacher at St. Joseph's 
College, Hartford, Conn. 


Three new people joined the staff of the University of Washington this 
year. Esther Skeels from Oklahoma A, and M., Betsey Williams, formerly of 
the Kaiser Child Service Centers and the Day Nursery Association of Indianapolis, 
and Constance Stokes from the Bank Street School of New York, 


RE 


Katherine Read is one of Five Parent Education Consultants for the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, 


KH EK 


On September '1, 1949, Edna Dean Baker became president emeritus of the 
National College of Education in Evanston, Illinois. For twenty-eight years 
Miss Baker has served as active president of this college, succeeding the 
founder, Elizabeth Harrison. K. Richard Johnson assumes the presidency, Last 
year he was associate professor of biology at Augustana College in Rock Island, 
Illinois, From 1940-48 he was chairman of the science department at National 
College of Education, 


Nannie Foster, exchange teacher in London, England and N.A.N,E, member, 
was presented to Queen Elizabeth at a reception in Lambeth Palace, London, 
given for visiting teachers from the United States and British Commonwealth. 
Miss Foster is from Gary, Indiana, 


Judith Cauman, Director Hamilton School, New York City, and Chairman, 
N.Y.C, Chapter, Nursery School Education Association, spent the summer super- 
vising instruction at Boston Nursery School and teaching at Simmons University, 


HEHEHE HH E 


Barbara Menill of the University of Chicago Nursery School is serving as 
acting Director until a person is named to the school, 
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ON THE PERSONAL SIDE _ (CONTINUED) 


Oneida Cockrell, Director of Garden Nursery School and a committee member 
of N.A.N.E. BULLETIN, worked as a head teacher at the University of Chicago 


Nursery School during the summer session, 
HHH 


Dorothy Washington has been selected to fill a head teacher position at 
the University of Chicago Nursery School beginning in September, 


HE HE 


Mary Hata, Director at Henry Booth Nursery School, will have added 
responsibilities beginning in September when she takes on the guidance of 
Abraham Lincoln Center Nursery School in Chicago. 


HK 


Miss Martha Branscombe, assistant to 
the chief of the Children's Bureau in Washington, 
has been appointed director of the Elizabeth 

. McCormick Memorial Fund for Child Welfare, 
Miss Branscombe succeeds Miss Mary E. Murphy, 
who died last December, 

During the war Miss Branscombe was chief 
of the child welfare section at UNRRA central 
headquarters, -In 1946-7, she was European 
representative of the United States Committee 
for the care of European Children. She holds 
an M.A, and Ph.D. from the University of Chicago's 
School of Social Service Administration. 


James Hymes Jr. has accepted a position 
as professor of education, working in child 
development and early childhood education, at 
George Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, 
Tennessee, 


& 


Helen Louise Crum, who hes been with the 
American Red Cross overseas for four years, 
is returning to college teaching. She is the 
new director of the nursery school which has 
been in operation a little over a year at the 
Colorado State College of Education, 
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PERSONAL SIDE _ (CONTINUED) 


Lorene Fox, Supervisor of Elementary Education, Schenectady, New York, 
has accepted a position as Associate Professor of Education, Queens College, 
Flushing, New York. 


2 42.29 4 


Elizabeth Taylor, first grade teacher, Ethical Culture School, New 
York City, has accepted a position as instructor in Nursery School Education, 
Plattsburg State Teachers College, Plattsburg, New York. 


Lillian Brissman, member of the staff, Day Care Unit, New York City, 
has been appointed Director, Cooperative Nursery School, Glen Oaks Village, 
Belrose, New York, 


Norma Johnson, member of the staff, Day Care Unit, New York City, is 
now working as a member of the staff, State Department of Education, the 
Department of Child Development and Parent Education, Albany, New York. 


Florence Shroeder, who teaches nursery classes in the Home Economics 
Department of the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque, will be on leave 
this year to study at New York University. 


Reprinted from the Las Cruces Citizen, Las Cruces, New Mexico: "Three 
cheers for the College Nursery School! With several little colored children 
enrolled together with native Spanish and Anglo kiddies, it is a living example 
of harmonious relations both interracial and interdenominational. It occurs 
to us that if we had all been pre-educated in such an environment we might, 
as adults, be rid of one of the most shameful blights on our national character, 
prejudice, Se congratulations to the Psychology Department of New Mexico 
A&M and to the able director of the Nursery School, Miss J, Julia MacMahan, 
for a living example of faith in the human race," 
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Rose Alschuler taught a course in Nursery School Education at San Francisco 
Teachers College, located in San Francisco, California, during the summer 
session, Lynette Messer, the regular teacher, was in Chicago with her husband 
who is a part of the Intercultural Workshop at the University of Chicago, 

Mrs. Messer visited nursery schools. 
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CERTIFICATION OF NURSERY SCHOOL. TEACHERS 
IN-THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Open Letter to the BULLETIN Editor: 


I am glad that you are interested in the material on recommendations 
for certification of nursery school teachers. Here is a little gackground 
on the work we did! 


The following recommendations have come out of the work of a standing 
committee which was originally appointed by the Pacific Northwest Association 
for Nursery Education, This committee has met occasionally in the last two 
‘or three years to discuss the training of nursery school teachers. The 
committee drew up these recommendations when Mrs. Pearl Wanamaker, Super- 
intendent of Schools for the state of Washington, asked for something which 
would guide the state department of education in making plans for nursery 
schools after an enabling act had been passed. Mr., George Budd who was 
with the state at that time was particularly interested in having a statement 
from a professional group. 


The members of the standing committee included Eleanor Evans, Roma 
Winn from the University of Washington, Louise Kiskaddon who was with the 
Lanham Nursery Schools, Barbara Kohler and Ruby McGinnis from Ellensberg 
State College of Education in Washington, Emma Harris and Elinor Griffin 
from Washington State College, Marie Keenan from Portland Fruit and Flower 
Day Nursery in Portland, Oregon, and Miriam Wiggonhorn and Katherine Read 
from Oregon State College. 


The group felt that recommendations such as these would be of help 
to schools preparing teachers. The work is far from finished and we would 
like suggestions from other groups who have been working on the same problem, 
We felt that setting up standards for a "junior" and for a "senior" teacher 
was one way to provide for steps in growth, and from actual practices to most 
desirable practices, We also feel that there is need for supervision not 
only for teachers-in-training but also for teachers- ~in-service interested in 
countinuing their professional growth, 


We would be happy to pool our thinking with that of other groups. 
Sincerely, 
Katherine Read 
Oregon State College 


School of Home Economics 
Corvallis, Oregon 
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Recommendations of the Committee on Education of Nursery School Teachers of the 
Pacific Northwest Association for | Nursery Education 


I. Recommendations for Certification of Nursery School Teachers 
A. Certification of nursery school teacher - junior teacher 


1. Degree from accredited four year college course 
2, Courses taken to include the following: 
a. One year's work (two semesters or three quarters): in 
.. physical and/or biological science as physiology. 
b, One year's work (two semesters or three quarters) in 
social sciences as psychology, sociology, economics 
(not to include courses taken under c). 
One year's work (two semesters or three quarters) in child 
development courses in which are presented the pertinent 
findings of pediatrics, psychology, and psychiatry. 
One year's work (two semesters or three quarters) in 
nursery school methods, curriculum, equipment, philosophy, 
including the relation of the school to parents and the 
community - this course or courses to parellel at least 
somé of the laboratory experience with children referred 
to under point 3. 
e, Instruction in music and/or in creative arts. 


3. At least 200 hours of laboratory experience in a recognized 
nursery school, 


B, Certification of nursery school teacher - senior teacher 
1. Requirements for junior teacher completed 


2. Experience and courses as follows; 

a, Three years of successful teacher experience during which 
there has been opportunity for conferences with senior 
teachers, (A fifth year of apprentice teaching would be 
a desirable way of gaining one of these three years of 
experience, ) 

bo. Work with parents in individual conferences and in groups 
with opportunity to discuss the experiences with a senior 
teacher, 

Courses taken as a graduate student equal to 12 semester 
hours or 16 quarter hours to include two or more of the 
following courses: 


(1) Parent education (2) Family relationships 

3) Mental hygiene (4) Nutrition 

5) Administration (6) Mental testing 

(7) Advanced psychology as psychology of group experience 
(8) Advanced sociology as anthropology 
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II, Further recommendations for certification of Nursery School Teachers 


In the education of nursery school teachers we strongly recommend the 
following: 


1. 


De 


9. 


That the levels of laboratory experience include: 
&, Observation in a demonstration nursery school with opportunity 
for discussion and interpretation. 
b. Limited participation in a nursery school program under the 
supervision of an adequately prepared nursery achool teacher, 
c. Participation with increasing responsibility for a nursery school 
program in which there is supervision but opportunity for the 
student to assume a real measure of responsibility, 


That the course work dealing with children be directly related to 
experiences in observation and actual participation with children, 


That the preparation of students include experiences with children 
in home situations, with children in groups in the community as in 
Sunday schools, recreation groups, and other places as hospitals, 
libraries, clinics, etc. 


That laboratory experience for the nursery school teacher should include 
some directed observation and/or participation with children of kinder- 
garten and primary school age just as we believe that the training of 
kindergarten and primary teachers should include experiences with children 
of all three age levels, nursery school, kindergarten and primary ages. 
The major term of practice teaching should be done at the age level at 
which the student expects to teach, Thus it becomes necessary for a 


training institution to have good demonstration units at each of 
these three levels. 


That record taking should be part of the courses which include experi- 
ences with children so that there is a cumulative experience for the 


student in learning to take and use records for better understanding 
of a child. 


That students be encouraged in their choice of elective courses to 
develop individual interests (as should be true of all students). 


That careful consideration be given to the selection of teachers with 
constant evaluation and improvement of methods of selection as well 
as of training so that the necessarily expensive, individual prepara- 
tion shall be of the most benefit to everyone concerned, 


That personal counseling services be available to students in training 
as the process of dealing with material relating to behavior and emotions 
inevitably brings up personal problems which must be resolved satis- 
factorily if the individual is to work well with children and parents. 


That the work of teacher training institutions be extended to include 
frequent conferences with teachers who are on the job teaching, work- 
shops, seminars, and courses to facilitate the continued professional 
growth of teachers, 
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The biannual national conference of 
the N.A,N.E, will be held in 
New York City at the Statler Hotel, 


October 4, 5, 6, 7 of 1950 


Evelyn Beyer, Chairman of our N,A.N,E, Publications Committee, writes 
the BULLETIN editor: 


"One of the suggestions at the N,A.N.E. Board Meeting was that 
a packet of leaflets for nursery school teachers be planned, I think it is a 
‘good idea and I would like to be sure that the subject matter contained: in the 
packet would be material that really interests and concerns nursery school 
teachers, Would you be willing to write a plea in the BULLETIN, addressed to 
nursery school teachers, asking them for suggestions of topics on which they 
would like leaflets to be prepared? You might suggest that they send their 
suggestions directly to me, , 

"Judy Schoellkopf has made one good suggestion, which is a pamphlet 
on curriculum enriching devices, ideas that teachers have found useful; novel 
materials or different uses of standard equipment which give the program a 
lift; suggestions for the use of non-conventional materials, suggestions for 
holiday plans, etc. I would welcome individual suggestions in relation to 
this particular pamphlet." 


Sincerely yours, 


Evelyn Beyer 

Director Preschool Activities 
Rochester Child Health Institute 
1154 First Ave. S.W.- 

Rochester, Minnesota 


The Midwestern Association for Nursery Education held its conference this 
spring i in Detroit, Helen C. Dawe of the University of Wisconsin and retiring 
secretary of Midwest A,.N, E. ‘reports 445 people were registered at the Detroit 
’ Conference, The officers elected for the coming year are: Irma Unruh, President; 
Ethel Gordon, Vice-president; Anita Kezer, Secretary; Ann /Welch, Tr Treasurer, 
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The London Times of March 3, 1949, carried the following news item which 
the BULLETIN reprints at the joint request of D, E, M, Gardner of the University 
of London, who is filling Susan Isaacs’ place,and Lovisa C. Wagoner, professor 
of Child Development at Mills College, Oakland, California, Both women are 
actively engaged in the raising of funds in the memory of Susan Isaacs. 


SUSAN ISAACS 


To The Editor of the Times 

Sir, -Last October the news of Susan Isaacs’ death brought to 
all those who are concerned with the study and education of young 
children, and ‘to many parents who had been helped by her, a great 
sense of loss, and also of gratitude for the generosity of her life. 
A ‘group of her friends and old students wish to take the initiative 
in launching a memorial fund to honour her memory and the great work 
she did for children, In taking this step we know that we are also 
meeting the wishes of many thousands of other people throughout the 
world, She was deeply interested in research, and her great regret 
was that, with so much valuable and fruitful research waiting to be 
done in the field of the education of young children, and so many 
people ‘qualified by their experience and gifts and eager to carry 
out such work, so few facilities existed which would enable them to 
do so, It is-felt, therefore, that the most appropriate form which 
the memorial could take is to endow a research fellowship in her 
name, which would be devoted to this purpose and which would help 
to advance the deeper knowledge so necessary to the welfare of 
children, 

Such a purpose requires courage and faith in these days of fin- 
ancial difficulty, since a fellowship even as modest as £ 3004 
year would require a capital of « 10,000; but in view of the large 
number of péople‘in this country and oversea who are grateful for 
the help she gave them personally and through her writings we have 
decided to embark'upon the project. There is something particular- 
ly appropriate, in view of Susan Isaacs' own generosity and courage, 

. in a memorial the achieving of which evokes like qualities in others, 
Generous contributions will be essential if the present object is to 
be achieved, but it would also have meant much to her that many people 

- whose contribution can only be small should take ea share in such 4 
memorial, Some promises have already been made of contributions both 
of capital and of small annual payments if the fund can be opened. 
We shall be honoured to act as trustees for the fund and to receive: .. 
contributions, which should be sent to the Susan Isaacs Memorial Fund. 
care of Miss D. E. M. Gardner, M,A,., University of London een 
of Education, Malet Street, W.C.1. 


Yours faithfully, 

R, A, Butler, F, Clarke, D, E, M, Gardner, 
Marjory Allen of Hurtwood, G, B, Jeffery, 
W. 0, Lester Smith, Alan Moncrieff, 
Cyril Norwood, W. J, Rodda, 
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PUBLICATIONS OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR NURSERY EDUCATION 


ROOSEVELT COLLEGE 
430 S, Michigan Ave. 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


Available Publications 
(All orders must be accompanied by cash, check or money order) 


Cultivating the Roots of Democracy ($1.50 per doz.) seecccecceveeed old 


Nursery School - Before and After 


$ 
Some Ways of Distinguishing a Good Nursery 23 
$ 


A Bibliography of Nursery School 1939 0&5 
A Bibliography of Nursery School Education, 


Conserving Human Resources in the Field of Early 


Essentials of Nursery School Education 


Good Education for Young Children, N,Y, State 
Council for Early Childhood Education ..ccccccccccccccsesed 000 


Policies for Guiding Legislative Action, N.Y, State 
Council for Early Childhood Education .cccccccccccccseeveed 


How Can Nursery School Be Expected to Benefit a Child? 
by Barbara Biber, N.Y, State Association for 


Schools for Young Children in Twenty-seven Countries. 
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JOIN NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE ALL OF THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
Memberships available are; 


eeeee Life, on payment of $100.00 (may be paid in yearly installments) 

eoeee Active, on payment of $3.50 (for those interested in the work of the 
Association) 

oeeee Student, on payment of $1.00 (for those in training) 


Check membership desired, sign your name and address below and mail this form 
to: National Association for Nursery Education, Roosevelt College, 430 South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago 5, Illinois, 
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The Washington State Legislature appropriated $250,000 to be used for 
nursery schools, This means that three nurseries will continue in the public 
schools of Seattle and that Washington superintendents of schools may apply for 


funds to be used for nursery schools in their districts, 
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The Delta Gamma Fraternity announces a $1500 annual and a $2000 annual 
loan fund from which smaller scholarship awards are available for the prep- 
aration of those intending to become specialists for blind preschool child- 
ren, Anyone wishing to specialize in this field may be eligible for assist- 
ance, Scholarship information may be obtained from Mrs, Thomas Johnson, 

1235 Longfellow, Detroit 2, Michigan. 
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Confidentially Speaking — 


"D* you know what? ....... Last night 
I was mad at my Mama and I kicked 

her keys under the rug. When she had 
to drive my Grandma home she couldn't 


find her keys and she looked and 
looked, And my Grandma looked too, 
My poor Mama - she almost cried, 

I looked too and I found the keys! 
My Mama bought me an ice cream cone 
because I have such good bright eyes. 
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